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REMARKS 

The instant Amendment is filed in response to the Examiner's 
action dated May 20, 2003. Reconsideration ie respectfully 
requested- 



Claims 1-13 are currently pending- 
Claims 1-13 stand rejected. 
Claim 1 has been amended. 
Claim 14 has been added. 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1-13 under 35 U.S. C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Hori. Specifically, the official action 
indicates that Hori discloses a nib constituted of a segment of a 
coherent, elongated rod/element of high porosity polyester fiber 
material with at least a first end shaped to form a vzriting tip. 
The official action further indicates that the material includes 
pores or capillaries blocked over a limited thickness. However, 
the Applicants respectfully point out that an object of the Hori 
device and method is to eliminate non-imif ormity in the fiber 
density in the center part of a pen core cross-section. To that 
end, Hori describes a dielectric heating process . in which the 
amount of heat generation can be controlled. When heat generation 
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jhiade to solidify in a layer near the 

1, 

outer periphery of the, pen core - when heat generation is large, 

i| I I I 

the resin content conqentratejik on Che center- part of the pen core 



and solidifies there . ; ■ In this way, various grades of pen cores 



having different hariiness \ 
obtained (see column 3, lines! 
Hori) . 



In contrast , the 



time it is possible to leave 



e.g., from soft to hard) can be 
25-28, and column 5, lines l-ll, of 



lApplicjanta seek to increase -the length of 



a nib in the open air, without any 



effects that might prevent th(5 irnplement from being used- To that 
end, pores or capillaI^ies of fche material constituting the nib are 
blocJced over a limited thickness at the longitudinal outer 



jgerlphery of the e 



writing tip end, as 
resin that is made 
device - from the 
core - does not 
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lement, with the exception of the 



in amended claim 1- . Clearly, the 
solidify at selected depths in the Hori 
peril phery to the center part of the pen 

to bil Lock the pores or capillaries of the 



pen core (as recited j in amerided claim 1) because doing so would 

render the Hori device! inoperative . The pen core of Hori having 

i ijl 

pores or capillaries ' blockeld from the outer periphery to the 
center part of the core dkimot operate as a useful writing 
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comprising an elongate 
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Element made of high porosity ^ material with 

I 

blocked over a limited thickness at the 
longitudinal outer periphery of the elongate element, as recited 
in amended claim 1, Sjibh a nib can be used to increase the length 

ito leave the writing iiC5)lement in the open 
air without undesirab|nie effects, e.g., evaporation of the ink 
solvent , 

With respect to ^mended jclaim 7, the Applicants respectfully 
point out that the ste ?| of impregnating is made on a coherent high 
porosity elongate eletigient > in one embodiment, a coherent rod is 



formed by a tow df contj inuous filament or a ribbon of 
discontinuous fibers H^uxtaposed and held together . (see page 5, 



lines 14-17, of the application) . Accordingly, amended claim 7 



recites the steps of 
obtain a coherent el 



particular conditions. 
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I impregnating' and setting of a binder to 

pnt, aild impregnating of a sealing agent . 

i I 

In contrast, the HoraL; reference merely discloses the steps of 
impregnating of a It 



inder and setting of this binder imder 
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On page 3 of the above-ref erenced Office action, the Examiner 



7 1 lines 31-35^ of the 
the dial is set on ^20 
solidifies throughout 
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States that it appears that the diellectric heating process of Hori 

is merely for solidifyi-hg the 'liquictl resin on the periphery of the 

! I * 

filament rod- shaped body and 'not at the pen core. However, the 
Applicants respectfullj^'' direct the Examiner's attention to column 

I i 

Hori reference r which indicate that ^Vhen 

• I 

! 

I I ; 

\, the reain qbntent uniformly disperses and 



core xs 



thin, so that the produced pen 

I \ 

suitable for! writing small letters and characters , 



ariles throughout the cross-section of the Hori 



to 



Specifically, in 
transfer ink in the 
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the roci-shaped body in its cro99-Bectlon , 



its cross -section in the Hori 

capillaries are not being blocked according 

i 

term given in the present application. If 



Clearly/ when the resi|nj content uniformly disperses and solidifies 

f : 

throughout the rod- shaped body in 
device, the pores and] 
to the meaning of this 
the pores and capillc 
device were blocked 
amended claim 1, the 
writing implement. 



creat^ an a 



^i'eBulting device would not be a functional 



the Hori devijce, it would be impossible to 
zone .where the pores and capillaries are 
blocked, which can ^tend througUbut the cross -s^sction of the 



I 
I 
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device . In the preseD^ applicationjj such a zone covers a limited 
thickness at the lon< 



itudina'l out4r periphery of the elongate 



element , thereby crea 
from evaporating (see page 3, 



Accordingly, the Applici;aLnts 
rejections of claims L-13 vmcier 35 
and should be withdra^Jr 
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Ing a ibarrielk preventing the ink solvent 
i ! I • 

lines 27-32, o£ the application) . 

I 



The Applicants reypectf\4ly point out that the resin employed 
in the Hori device is nj&rely a conventional binder for fabricating 
high porosity materials made of | fibers jvixtaposed and held 

together by the bindbfr. The Hoi|i dielectric heating process 

f I [l 

allows the resin content to -v^ary between the outer and the center 
part of the pen core t o obtaJn various grades of pen cores having 
different hardness . 
operat i ve , the ent ir e 
from the periphery to 
of treinsferring ink - 



i I) 

Because: the Hori device is presxjtttied to be 

zone dontairiing solidified resin, ranging 

! ! 

ihe core centier, is presumed to be capable 

i t ..... 

the pores and capillaries withxn that zone 



amended claim i. 
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swly added claim 14, the limitations recited 

a writing implement are described 

tion, e.g., see page 1, lines? 5-7, page 2, 

lines 32-33, page 3, line 9 and lines 29-36, page 5, line 37, page 

6, line 6 and lines i£-22, pape 9, lines 5-10, and page 10, lines 

10-13 and lines 25-27, of the [application . 



In view of the 
the present applicatibn 
aind favorable action i 



fpregoin^/ it is respectfully svibmitted that 
is in a condition for allowance- Early 
respectfully requested. 



IIS 



The Examiner is 
attorney to discuss 



any 
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encouraged to telephone the undersigned 
matter that would expedite allowance of 
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the present application- 




Respectfully submitted, 
JOSE DUEZ, ET AL.' 
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